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Duke says, 
ñCheck this out  
or hear me growl!ò 
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It was a gala event the evening when Oscar and Gladys Knight 

came to visité  Let me tell you I was one proud person to see 141 

Kiwanians and guests fill the room for some scrumptious food and 

beverages and camaraderie one can only imagine. 

Earlier in the evening, when Oscar and 

Gladys first met with our club presidents, 

partners or spouses, Oscar began by telling 

everyone he was about to give them a test.  

Silently I sat in the back of the room and 

thought  to myself, òWhat questions was he 

going to ask?ò Who is our International 

President Elect?  How many members are in 

the Kiwanis family?  How many divisions and 

clubs are in Cal-Nev-Ha?  Had I not thought to 

prepare everyone for this event?  A feeling of 

failure washed upon me. 

 Oscar continued to speak telling us clearly that ñéno Division 

has passed his test to date.ò   

At that moment I knew what he had in mind.  You see I had heard 

a similar test once before at last yearôs Mid-Year Conference South when 

he asked the new crop of Lt. Governors to do something similar.  We all 

failed our test then just as our club presidents were about to do and there 

was nothing I could do to change the outcome.  Helplessly I sat in the 

back of the room as one by one they all failed their test.  They simply had 

not listened to what he asked for and instead saw it as an opportunity to 

ñbragò about our clubs.  I canôt fault them for that.   

You might wonder why I am bringing such negative thoughts to 

this monthôs article.  Read on and youôll discover my point. 

When Oscar asked the presidents to tell him their name, their 

club, the total number of members, and to name one service project they 

considered their best and one fundraiser they considered their best not 
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one president was able to do so.   

Surprised?  You should be.  I wasnôt because I 

realized he had asked for some specific information 

that should have taken each president 30 seconds or 

less to provide.  And I understood what he actually 

was trying to determine.  He wanted to see if we were 

all really listening to him.   

When our first club president began to speak 

telling Oscar who he was and which club he was from 

he qualified his club as ñthe one I consider the very 

best of the 19 in the Divisionéò  From that point on 

our club president, as did every other club president, 

went on to tell Oscar about their membership 

numbers, their efforts at increasing their memberships, 

their trials and tribulations about losing a member or 

two, and some pretty spectacular service projects and 

then some fantastic fundraisers that occur in all of 

Division 37ôs clubs.  Hey, you only get one chance to 

go one-on-one with the Governor so why not tell him 

how good you are.  All his Lt. Governors had done the 

same thingé and all had failed his test.   

Can you follow orders? 

At first I was astonished that we 

all seemed to be failing the one 

and only test the Governor was 

going to give usé  Can you 

follow orders?  And then, as I 

sat there listening to each 

president, I canôt begin to tell 

you how pleased I was that we 

were all failing the ñtest.ò  What 

should have taken at best no 

more than 10 minutes went on for twenty minutes and 

more.  In fact, it continued on past a half hour and 

more as each of our presidents bragged about their 

respective clubôs efforts.   

And with each word spoken I sat, in the back 

of the room, listening to the truth.  This division, this 

Team 2007-2008, did indeed fail Oscarôs testé but 

they sure passed mine!  For what each president told 

our Governor was not what he asked for but indeed 

exactly what he needed to hearé the astonishing truth 

about Division 37 and just a few of those wonderful 
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BY with 

Lieutenant 

Governor -  

Elect Betty 

Parker  

Hello, Fellow Kiwanians!  
 

I am on vacation and I am not thinking  

about anyone or anything.  

 

See you at the April DCM!  

 

Betty  Parker 
Lieutenant Governor-Elect.  

Team 2007-2008         

service projects we are all involved in.   

The truth about our fundraisers surfaced 

throughout their comments and my chest began to 

swell with pride as I sat there listening in awe about 

the myriad activities each of you have done and do 

throughout the year.  Tears came to my eyes and I left 

the room several times lest our club presidents would 

see me.  Oscar noticed and smiled several times with 

me and I am sure he understood just how proud I am 

of what you all do.  We spoke briefly after the 

meeting, behind closed doors and I understood he was 

just as pleased as was I that we had indeed been 

unable to ñfollow orders.ò 

Thanks for ñfailing his test.ò  Thanks for 

what you have done.  Thanks for what you are doing, 

and thanks for the projects you are considering to do 

in the future.  I am so proud of each of you for failing 

his test!  You sure passed mine! 

                    Continue the marché   

 
Walt  Schuette 

Lieutenant Governor,  

Team 2007-2008 


